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1 Job 32 Disciples suffer, but we have hope because God is just. There is a great irony in Elihu’s
) speech. Elihu argues that because God is just, He is punishing Job for sin. However, at the
I#1fH2 33 | end of the book, we see that because God is just, He will declare Job innocent. As Chris-
" Job 33 tians, we can trust in God’s justice.
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1 Job 34
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1 Job 35
PRI Disciples suffer, but we have hope because God is a God of power and majesty. Again,
DAL 36 | there is a great irony in Elihu’s words. He thinks that Job is suffering because he has of-
'] Job 36 fended a great and powerful God. At the end of the book, we listen as this great and power-
: ful God stoops to speak directly to Job. When we suffer, we can know that our powerful
DAMHIL 37 | God is watching over us. We are not alone.
01 Job 37
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0 Zi{Hid 38 . : :
Disciples suffer, but we have hope because God is always present with us. God’s answer to
7 Job 38 Job said, “I am always present. I am intimately involved in the operation of the world. You
O Yyffrit g9 | Werenever alone.” Even when Job could not see God, God was present.
1 Job 39
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] Job 40
O #9{aid 41 | Disciples suffer, but we have hope because we will someday see God. After God’s
b answer, Job was at peace even in his suffering. “I have heard of you..., but now my
- Job 41 eye sees you!” (Job 42:5) Revelation 22:4 promises that every believer will someday
0 #3{Aid 42 | “see his face.” In that day, all our questions will be answered; we will have peace.

11 Job 42
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[ Psalm 42

DR 43 The Gospel of Matthew is a guide to discipleship. Matthew ends with Jesus’ Great Commis-
7 Psalm 43 | sion: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations” (Matt 28:19). The entire Gospel of
Matthew can be read as an instruction manual for discipleship. As we read Matthew, we
will be looking for principles that guide our life as disciples.

Matthew 3:2 shows that the foundation for discipleship is repentance. To repent means to
turn away from one path to walk another path. It means replacing our old pattern of life
with a new pattern. Think of your life since coming to Christ. What sinful practices have
you abandoned? What new practices have you developed? These are part of the life of dis-
cipleship.

Matthew 4 teaches disciples how to resist temptation. Jesus shows three tools for defeating
temptation:

-Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit (Matt 4:1)

-Jesus lived a life of prayer and spiritual discipline (Matt 4:2; he fasted forty days)

-Jesus responded to temptation with the Word of God (Matt 4:4,7,10)

Psalm 42 points to one of the great motivations for discipleship: a thirst for God. When we
thirst for God as a deer thirsts for water, we will be eager to follow Jesus faithfully.
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) Matthew 6 | iy sip 7 ity 8 S Ae 44l (6:19-20)

0 BRAER 7

0 Matthew 7
The Sermon on the Mount provides a model for discipleship. This is not a legalistic set of
rules; it is a picture of the joyful life of a disciple. It begins with “Blessed are...” those who
follow Jesus’ pattern for discipleship. To be “blessed” is to be happy, to be fulfilled, to live
according to God’s plan.
As you read this sermon, notice the contrast between the self-centered life of the unbeliever
and the God-centered life of the believer. Only a God-centered life brings true fulfillment
and joy. For example: the person who is focused on storing up riches on earth will never be
truly satisfied; he will always want “a little more.” But the disciple who stores up treasure in
heaven has true joy; he knows that eternal happiness is waiting (Matt 6:19-20).

FEEIN | X EMRIEER, ERET TR A2
Weekly | what did the Holy Spirit teach you from God’s Word this week?
Summary

HIEE AN TN ZSEEE 2 Is there a SIN you should avoid?

A — YRR %S ELUR 2 s there a PROMISE you should claim?
A —MTEIR VRN AZKEL ? Is there an ACTION you should take?
AEA =R ﬂiﬁi_# ft)? Is there a COMMAND you should obey?
HEA NI SZIRNZIEFER)? Is there an EXAMPLE you should follow?
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0 HORARE 9
-/ Matthew 9 What does it cost to be a disciple? Everything. To be a disciple requires us to surrender
TR 44 completely to Jesus’ call (Matt 8:18-22; 9:9).
0 Psalm 44 But what are the rewards of discipleship? Everything. To be a disciple brings eternal rela-
tionship with the one who came to bring healing to the sick and forgiveness to sinners
(Matt 9:12-13).
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] Matthew 10
0 KA E 11
1 Matthew 11
O 45

[ Psalm 45
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O Psalm 46

LKA 11 BRITENGRE N E S T (11:20-30)  BEASKFENR? Bk
KT 2B EFIBEIR U AN A ER BB B b (% U HE),  HRERI a2 (1]
FERIHE) Ak TS, BUOABATHIBARCR B 5% WERIRATZHRER, M dr & i RE
o

Matthew 10 teaches that following God’s call to make disciples will bring persecution and
conflict. When we call others to Jesus, some will reject him —and they may reject us as well.
This is part of the cost of discipleship.

Matthew 11 shows that discipleship is an “easy” burden (Matt 11:29-30). How can this be?
Jesus came to bring rest. The Pharisees placed heavy burdens on their followers (the yoke
of legalism). Jesus’ commands (the yoke of discipleship) bring rest because our obedience
is motivated by love. If we love Jesus, his commands will bring joy.
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O HRAEH 12
] Matthew 12
O RAEE 13
[0 Matthew 13
O Rk 47
[ Psalm 47
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Matthew 13 is one of the key chapters on what it means to be a disciple. Each of these
parable steaches something about the life of a disciple:

-The Parable of the Sower shows that disciples must receive and act on God’s Word.

-The Parable of the Weeds shows that some who claim to be disciples are not truly
members of God’s kingdom.

-The Parable of the Mustard Seed and the Parable of the Leaven encourage us to make
other disciples. The Kingdom of God will reach all nations; as we make disciples, we
have a part in the spread of the Kingdom.

-Discipleship is costly, but the Parables of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl of Great
Value show that the reward of following Jesus is worth any cost.

-The Parable of the Net teaches us to be patient. You and I do not need to judge others.
We can leave judgment to God. Our responsibility is simply to be faithful disciples.

Read Psalm 47 and rejoice that the Kingdom of God reaches around the world. “God reigns
over the nations” (Ps 47:8).
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O REE 14
[ Matthew 14
O KA 15
[0 Matthew 15

Tk 48
O Psalm 48
R 49
[ Psalm 49
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Discipleship begins in the heart. The Pharisees focused on outward appearance. Jesus said,
“It is what comes out of the heart that defiles a person.” Today, pray that God will give you
the heart of a disciple. This is a heart that seeks to please God in every area of life. It is a
heart that finds true joy in obedience.
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] Matthew 16
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[ Matthew 17
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What is a disciple? A disciple is not someone who has adopted a certain set of theological
beliefs. A disciple is not someone who practices a certain set of religious practices. A disci-

[ Matthew 18 ple is someone who follows Jesus (Matt 16:24-26).
1 FFR 50 Following Jesus is costly. It requires us to deny our own desires and to follow him. Why is a
" Psalm 50 disciple willing to take up a cross and follow Jesus? Because he is “the Christ, the Son of the
living God” (Matt 16:16). This is the foundation of discipleship. As disciples, we stake our
lives and our eternal future on our faith that Jesus is truly the Son of God.
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Again, these chapters show the cost of discipleship. To be Jesus’ disciple, we must:
OMatthew 20 . . . . .
B -Replace our desire for self-reliance with the humility of a child who has no power
DERMRE 21 but relies entirely on a parent (Matt 19:14)
“Matthew 21 -Replace our pursuit of wealth with a desire to serve God first (Matt 19:21)
-Replace our craving for position with a willingness to serve (Matt 20:26-28)
458 [ 7 XK= M EEER, EREF TR A
Weekly What did the Holy Spirit teach you from God’s Word this week?
Summary BEA —DIRREIRN 1% P82 Is there a SIN you should avoid?

BEA — DR ER N 1Z 5B ? Ts there a PROMISE you should claim?
BHIEH —MTEIRARN1Z KB ? Is there an ACTION you should take?

B A ML VRN %4572 s there a COMMAND you should obey?
HIEH —NRFE RN IZE R ? Is there an EXAMPLE you should follow?
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1 Matthew 22
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[ Matthew 23
TR 51

[ Psalm 51
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Matthew 22:34-40 gives one of Jesus’ great definitions of a disciple: to love God complete-
ly and to love your neighbor as yourself. Being a disciple is learning to love God with all
your heart, soul, and mind. As you love God, you begin to see your neighbor through God’s
eyes — and that increases your love for your neighbor.

When we love God completely, we want to please Him. Psalm 51 is David’s prayer of re-
pentance after his sin against Bathsheba. As David realizes the horror of his sin against
God, he bows in true repentance. True disciples are quick to repent when we realize that we
have hurt the heart of God.
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[ Matthew 24
0 KA 25
[0 Matthew 25
R 52

[ Psalm 52

O Rk 53

[ Psalm 53
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Discipleship is not a sprint; discipleship is a marathon. Jesus warned that “the love of
many will grow cold.” But he promised that “the one who endures to the end will be saved”
(Matt 24:12-13).

The parable of the ten virgins shows the danger of growing careless in our pursuit of dis-
cipleship. True disciples remain watchful; they are faithful. As you read Jesus’ teaching
about the last days, ask, “Am I committed for the long haul? Through God’s grace, am I de-
termined to remain faithful to the end?”
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['Matthew 26
0 54 SRIF—EH RS T — DR NRIRTE . EATIHE, IRAESCIUZ LR PF
- MRFEEIRE, DERFRR (B dmi) R 54:4) .
- Psalm 54 ~ RAT LR AR R B, LRI (% 55:22) .
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[ Psalm 55
[ R 56 John 12 identifies the woman in Matthew 26 as Mary, the sister of Martha and Lazarus. She
" Psalm 56 is one of my favorite characters .in the gosp.els. S}le teachgs me that true discipleship is in-
spired by love. Mary doesn’t anoint Jesus with this expensive ointment because “My church
requires it” or “People expect it.” She does it because of love. True discipleship is never
forced. True discipleship comes from a heart of love.
Each of today’s psalms includes a promise to those who follow God. As a disciple, you can
claim these promises:
- God is your helper and the upholder of your life (Ps 54:4).
- Cast your burden on the Lord and he will sustain you (Ps 55:22).
- When you are afraid, you can put your trust in God (Ps 56:3-4).
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[ Matthew 27
O KHEE 28
1 Matthew 28
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0 Psalm 57
i 58

[ Psalm 58
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Matthew is a guide for disciples, and the gospel ends with Jesus’ Great Commission to eve-
ry believer. This is Jesus’ plan for the spread of the gospel: disciples make disciples. This is
the only plan; Jesus had no “Plan B.” You and I have received the gospel; we have become
disciples. Now, our job is to make disciples.

As we come to the end of this guide for disciples, will you commit to God’s plan for disciple-
ship? Will you become part of His great plan for making disciples?
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(1 Joshua 2
REARRIATE The book of Joshua has some important lesson on “second generation discipleship.” One of
1 Joshua 3 the greatest challenges for the church is maintaining a passion of discipleship after the first
generation. How do we pass the torch to our children and grandchildren?
PPN
DAL 4 Joshua 1:5-9 gives both a promise to second generation disciples (“Just as I was with Mo-
"1 Joshua 4 ses — the first generation, so I will be with you”) and a command to second generation dis-
X ciples (“being careful to do according to all the law that Moses my servant commanded
O " 59 you.”)
[ Psalm 59 Memorials are important for second generation disciples. Are you leaving a memorial for
1S 60 your children? Are you teaching them about God’s work in your life? Are you passing your
spiritual heritage to the next generation?
1 Psalm 60
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Saturday A REG P AEAC BRI AR ) 2h 55 b, B —ARN AR 20K U 5l o
BESEENIATE
" Joshua 5 The rite of circumcision (Josh 5) and the renewal of the covenant (Josh 8:30-35) reminded
PRI the second generation of the covenant promises and obligation. We cannot rest on our par-
DAFIC 6 ents’ obedience; each generation must commit to obedience.
1 Joshua 6
BESEEN AT
O Joshua 7
BEARCNIAGE
"1 Joshua 8
Dk 61
1 Psalm 61
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Weekly What did the Holy Spirit teach you from God’s Word this week?
Summary HEA—ANTRREIRNIZERE? s there a SIN you should avoid?

BHIEH DR %S ? s there a PROMISE you should claim?
BEA — MTEIREAR N ZFKELUF) ? Ts there an ACTION you should take?
BHEA N R NIZIE TR ? Is there a COMMAND you should obey?
HIEH AN HIER RN 1ZIBFER? s there an EXAMPLE you should follow?
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1 Joshua 9 [R5 S ILALE
02 10
-1 Joshua 10 Many first-generation disciples have stories of God’s transforming power. But second-
o generation disciples feel they have only “hearsay” from the past. Repeatedly in Joshua 10,
02 11 you read the words “The Lord...” “The Lord said to Joshua, ‘Do not fear them....” (10:8).
“The Lord threw them into a panic before Israel” (10:10). “The Lord fought for Israel”
"1 Joshua 11 : o , ; .
(10:14). Second generation disciples must see God’s power in our own lives; we cannot re-
TR 62 ly on testimonies of God’s faithfulness in the past.
1 Psalm 62
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[ Joshua 13
BEARLLIATRY! Caleb (Josh 14:6-14) was a first-generation Israelite. He had watched God take Israel across
7 Joshua 14 the Red Sea; he had seen God’s great work in the wilderness; he had been one of the two
spies who brought a good report from Canaan. Now he is an old man, but he still believes in
R 64 God’s power. He still has faith in God’s promises.
] Psalm 64 Palms 66 shows how the first generation can encourage the second generation. The
i psalmist calls to others, “Come and see what God has done....” (Ps 66:5). Are you a first-
D 65 generation disciple? Tell younger Christians what God has done in your life. Are you a sec-
1 Psalm 65 ond-generation disciple? Listen to the testimonies of older believers and pray, “God, give
me a passion for you!”
0 1R 66

[J Psalm 66
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Joshua 15-21 may seem to have little to say to us in 2023. These chapters contain the land
allotments for each tribe. But as you read them, remember that although this land was
promised to the Israelites, the tribes had to claim their land. It isn’t enough to hear God’s
promises; we must claim the promises in faith.

What is your motivation for prayer? The psalmist prayed for God’s blessing so that God’s
power would be known among the nations (Ps 67:1-2). God blesses His people so we can
share those blessings with those who do not know Him. Who can you bless with the bless-
ings God has given you?
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Joshua 18:2-3 gives a warning. Some of the tribes were reluctant to take the step of faith
necessary to claim their promised allotment. Joshua said, “The Lord, the God of your fa-
thers, has given you” the land. BUT you must “go in to take possession of the land.” What
has God promised to do in your life? Are you claiming His promises?
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1 Joshua 21
AN ARED What happens when God’s people claim God’s promises? Read Joshua 21:43-45. When Is-
rael believed God’s promises, “the Lord gave to Israel all the land that He swore to give to
[ Joshua 22 their fathers.” “Not one word” of God’s promises failed. As His disciples, we have the privi-
O 1 lege of claiming God’s promises. God loves to show His faithfulness to His people.
| Psal Psalm 71 continues the theme we saw in Psalm 67. Read Psalm 71:14-18. When God deliv-
saim 71 ers us, we must tell others of God’s faithfulness. We should be quick to “brag” on God!
A LA AL 5 AT IHER — A HE R ZON SR . 8 5 A R AAGR, QA LAY
Saturday B 2k e B DA . AT BEAKSE AL S Xl 1 2 U
DAL 28 | | SR FRRERIRIN . AT GEETE F—1CA R, B lTLUTE BENTEH CXFE L0 K
 Joshuazg | | e AP 2415 A —AREPREROFOEEL — ETRIRE, RITLEHE
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4 BIEIE 24
O Joshua 24 ) ) . .
s Joshua ends with an important lesson for second generation disciples. Through the cove-
DR 72 nant renewal ceremony, Joshua called the people of Israel to make their own commitment
to God. They could not rely on the promises their ancestors had made.
[ Psalm 72
The same principle is true today. We cannot rely on the commitments of the past genera-
tion. We must renew our own commitment to the covenant. Joshua 24:15 contains one of
the Bible’s greatest statements of faith: “But as for me and my house, we will serve the
Lord.” Make this commitment today; “God, I am yours. By your grace, I will serve you!”
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Weekly What did the Holy Spirit teach you from God’s Word this week?
Summary HEA—ANTRREVRNIZERE 2 Is there a SIN you should avoid?

BHIEH DR %S ? s there a PROMISE you should claim?
BEA —MTEIREAR N ZKELUF) ? Ts there an ACTION you should take?
BHEA N R NIZIE TR ? Is there a COMMAND you should obey?
HIEH—ANRIER RN 1ZIBEFER? Is there an EXAMPLE you should follow?




